Life Cycle
Assessments

To receive stewardship recognition for

LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENTS (LCAs), a
site must conduct an environmental analysis
that considers the entire life of a product
using specific and accepted standards.
LCAs will look at and assess all the stages
that occur during the life of a product
including: raw materials extraction and
energy generation, intermediate and final
product synthesis, consumer distribution
and use, disposal or reclamation. A suitable
LCA will consider environmental discharges,
degradations, and general impacts that
occur at each life stage. Using the
information from LCAs, a company may be
able to identify areas in which implementing
changes could increase efficiency and
reduce environmental harm.
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*LCA should include

analysis of all stages ofa  elaborate on the product
product’s life (even if

controlled by other entities).

Environmental awareness
through
LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENTS

*LCA is neither a product  *Examples of acceptable
quality assurance
evaluation nor an
economic evaluation. 14040.

LCA standards include:
EPA LCA101 or ISO

*A site must be able to

evaluated and the LCA.

IS0 14040

Approved Life
Cycle Assessment

Conducting LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENTS
should help:

= ldentify areas over the life of a product or

service in which inefficiency and
environmental harm occur.

= Create and implement changes targeted to

reduce the environmental impact of product
or service production at specific stages in
development.

= A company to make more informed

production decisions.

= Allow a company to create and identify areas

in which its product has environmental
advantages over competitors’ alternatives.

= Improve marketing and increase consumer

trust in and demand for a company’s product.

Consider...

1. Where do raw materials and production
energy come from? What types of processes
and procedures are implemented at this
preproduction stage?

2. Who uses the product, where is the
consumer located, and what amount of
shipping is required for distribution?

3. What type of maintenance is required
during product use?

4. How much energy use or water generation
is involved in product use?

5. Is the product discarded—recycled or
disposed of—or reused at the end of its life?

For more information on
LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENTS, visit:

EPA — Life Cycle Assessment: Principles
and Practice

https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice/design-environment-life-

cycle-assessments

Design for the Environment Life-Cycle Assessments

https://www.lifecycleinitiative.org/

For more information contact:

Bureau of Compliance Support & Pollution
Prevention at (609) 984-9482

OR
stewardship@dep.nj.gov
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